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ZILWAUKIE? WHERE THE WOORS 
| COME TO THE WATER 
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SKYWAY 


SAYS CONGRATULATIONS 


ZILWAUKIE 
ON YOUR 100th BIRTHDAY 


SKYWAY BRINGS 
Biiiredision A COMPLETE LINE { 


Uinre- Vision 


TELEVISION AND 
APPLIANCES AS YOUR 
NEIGHBORHOOD DEALER 


FOR 75 YEARS THE 
MOST HONORED NAME 
IN ELECTRICAL APPLIANCES 


; | AND 
[yg Avery, tesured S SKYWAY, YOUR NEIGHBOR 
Bees ett ued FOR 5 YEARS, BRINGS YOU 
COMPLETE SHOPPING FACIL- 
PIG 21° PICTURE FOR AS LOW AS ITIES — BIG VALUES AND 
$199.95 LOWEST PRICES 


WHY DON'T YOU VISIT SKYWAY DURING THE CELEBRATION AND YOU 
WILL SEE WHY WE SAY 


“SKYWAY THE MODERN HOME FOR MODERN LIVING” 
SKYWAY TELEVISION 


3775 N. MICHIGAN AVE. 


i PHONE 2-8208 PHONE 3-0281 


| MRS ELT IT TT 
REFERENCE 
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ONGRATULATIONS - - - FROM 
ARROLLTON - -- ON YOUR 


ENTENNIAL 
ELEBRATION 


1854-1954 


RAISE YOUR VITAMIN LEVEL 
Wheat Germ With Every Breakfast 


Compliments 


KRETSCHMER CORP. 


rcoiiton Hardware 


3420 Carrollton Rd. Dial 3-2816 


FLOOR SANDER and EDGER 


FOR RENT 


5c & 10c to $1.00 


TAUBERT 


VARIETY STORE 


CLOTHING — SHOES 


DRY GOODS and NOTIONS 


3520 Carrollton Rd. Phone 4-9521 


COMPLIMENTS 


of 


A FRIEND 


MacARTHUR ROOFING & SHEET METAL CO. 


3046 CARROLLTON RD. BOX 308 


Phones 5-5348 - 5-5349 


CONGRATULATIONS 


SHOVAR’S GRINDING & FILING SERVICE 


LAWN MOWER GRINDING — SAW FILING 
COMPLETE AIR-COOLED MOTOR SERVICE 


Authorized Cooper Klipper Power Mower Sales and Service 


735 MAPLE ST. CARROLLTON PH. 4-3114 


CHAPMAN’S BEVERAGES 
Manufacturers of 
LEADING SOFT DRINKS 


BAY ROAD, SAGINAW PH. 2-4953 


? 


JOYNER COAL & COKE COMPANY | 
OFFICE AND YARD — SIXTH ST. AT THE BRIDGE 


TELEPHONE 2-5143 SAGINAW, MICHIGAN 


Peery ch ees pee Se 


DAVIS EQUIPMENT BEST WISHES 


COMPANY CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION 


RENTALS RHINEVAULT OLSEN 
MACHINE SHOP 


731 Walnut Carrollton, Mich. 


Ph. 2-6108 
2533 Carrollton St. Ph. 2-0161 
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EGERER SUPER SERVICE 


“DEPENDABLE SERVICE SINCE 1925" 


PHONE 2-9255 3082 No. MICHIGAN AVE. 
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COMPLIMENTS UNIVERSAL 


FARM SALES, INC. 


of 


A FRIEND 3036 CARROLLTON Ph. 4-6579 
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BRUCE’S BAR 


2721 Carrollton at Weiss 


BEER LIQUOR WINE 
To Take Out To Take Out 
PHONE 9223 BRUCE PARENT, Prop. 
FINE FOOD FINE LIQUOR “Happy Centennial” 


WHERE FRIENDS MEET FRIENDS 
HECK’S TAVERN 


at 
555 SHATTUCK EMBRA BAR 
Ph. 9597 Cor. Michigan and Clark 
LIQUOR BAR 


COCKTAIL BAR 
SHUFFLEBOARD — TELEVISION 


383 Shattuck, Saginaw Ph. 9153 
Pie 2 2321 No. Michigan Ave Ph. 9512 


Congratulations from THE FAMILY TAVERN 
THE EVER POPULAR HILBRANDT?’S 
“OLD" 


BEER AND WINE 
PLANTATION BAR In and Out 


3600 Carrollton Ph. 4-4455 2649 Schaffer St. Ph. 8409 


en Sa ee 
BEAN’S GROCERY PALACE CLEANERS 


GROCERIES — MEATS WE ARE READY TO SERVE YOU 


Beer and Wine to Take Out Phone Us — 3-921] 


3625 Carrollton Rd. Ph. 9236 3601 Carrollton Rd. 


CONGRATULATIONS DUPUIS GROCERY 
Valley Chemical Co. GROCERIES — MEATS 
Phone 2-4340 Phone 2-4944 
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REPAIRING On Your Way from the 
IF IT’S BANGED UP — WE'LL FIX IT CENTENNIAL to SAGINAW 
STOP 


Sager Auto Collision 
Clauss Confectionary 


BUMPING - WELDING - PAINTING 
2649 No. Michigan 


Free Estimates Wrecker Service For One of Our Famous 
3693 Carrollton Ph. 2-6623 MALTED MILKS 
LEONARD 


Phone 2-0007 ... 


CHRIS, JEWELER JAREMA’S SERVICE 


.. . 2317 N. Michigan Ave. GAS Olle LUB 


Watch, Clock and Jewelry Repair AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR 
DIAMONDS - CLOCKS - WATCHES 2775 N. Michigan Ph. 9374 


IN eg Shs cr rr 
s) 


eer SOE aes a a a ee eer SS a as = Se ES ty RAAT ID 
Se ee a ee ee ee Sg ee ae ee SS ee 
= unsts = eer ee aa ac an mo a ST oat -- - ot ae 


Se 


ee es 
Rare 


ALL THE GOOD PEOPLE FROM 
ZILWAUKIE STOP AT 
DON’S STAR FOOD 
The Only Place To Shop 
BEER and WINE 


OPEN EVERY DAY 9 - 3 


SHOE REPAIRING 
Not Just Good but the Best Dealer for 
WOLVERINE DRESS, FARM SHOES 


JOS. LOIBLE 


2323 N. Michigan 


TOTH’S SERVICE 


STANDARD 


TIRES BATTERIES 


6th and Carrollton Ph. 3-9067 


Compliments of 


Universal 


Metal Fabricators 


306 STOKER PHONE 5-3461 


Phone 2-4936... 


FRIMBERGER 
SHEET METAL CO. 


Sheet Metal, Furnace Contractors 


COAL, GAS and OIL FURNACES 
Mueller Climatrol, Bryant, Premier 


2801 N. Michigan Saginaw 


WE CALL FOR WE DELIVER 


Quality Work, 35 Years Experience 
George’s Dry Cleaners 


Prompt Service 


Cash and Carry 
Ph. 4-8543 2402 N. Michigan 


GEO. GOTOWKA, Owne:z 


LARGEST DEALER FOR 


“Toro” 


WHIRLWIND POWER MOTORS 
and 
SIMPLICITY GARDEN TRACTORS 


SHERM’S 
2403 N. Michigan 


Ph. 4-8880 


Compliments of 


M & S, Canada Dry 
Distributing Co. 


2995 Carrollton Ph. 2-9030 
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"WHERE THE WOODS COME 
TO THE WATER" 
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CONGRATULATIONS 


ON YOUR CENTENNIAL ANNIVERSARY 


WE'RE NOT FAR BEHIND YOU — 
25 YEARS OF SERVICE TO SAGINAW 


[ I 
N 
S 
U 
R 
E 
R 
| S 
ie R 
[ E 
A 
_ 
i 
O 
R | 
S Al FF 
EDWARD MEYER EDWARD H. MEYER 


Sound Insurance Protection 


“Tf It's Worth Owning, It’s Worth Insuring” 


A Complete Real Estate Service 


EDW. MEYER & SON 


420 Hancock Street 
SAGINAW, MICHIGAN 


Phone 3-4486 


“WE SELL THE EARTH AND EVERYTHING ON IT" 


MICHIGAN STATE LIBRARR 
TLANSING : 
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STATE OF MICHIGAN 
Office of the Governor 


LANSING 


G. MENNEN WILLIAMS 
Governor 


To the Residents of Zilwaukee Township: 


As you celebrate with formal ceremonies the hundredth anniversary of the 
founding of Zilwaukee Township, it is a pleasure and a privilege to send you 
personal good wishes and to greet you on behalf of all the citizens of Michigan. 


In the century since January 3, 1854, when the Saginaw County Board of 
Supervisors, on the application of fourteen freeholders led by Daniel and Solomon 
Johnson, proprietors of one of the first sawmills in the Saginaw Valley. established 
a new township “to be known and designated by the name of Zilwaukie,” your 
community has always been an important contributor to the economy of our great 
state. With the passing years, lumbering has been succeeded by salt manufacture, 
agriculture and the production of electrical power, but many sons and daughters 
of Zilwaukee’s pioneers still live and work on the land cleared by their fathers a 


hundred years age. 


Zilwaukee’s Centennial Jubilee is sure to be a most enjoyable event, recalling 
the far-off days when Michigan's pine forests echoed with the cry of “Timber!” and 
her rivers floated never-ending streams of logs to busy sawmills around which rose 
the villages which have become prosperous and progressive cities. Through such 
celebrations and the customs and traditions they revive, today’s, citizens of Michigan 
are made familiar with the history of our state. 
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Sincerely, 


eee 
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G. MENNEN WILLIAMS 
Governor F | 


COMPLIMENTS OF 


REITZ FUNERAL HOME 


1026 E. Genesee Phone 2-7911 


Don B. Stahl, Mgr. 


CONGRATULATIONS TO OLD ZILWAUKIE! 


From 


ONEIDA FUR FARM | 


William Timm Ben Wacker 


PROERAM 


WEDNESDAY, JUNE 16 


8:00 


8:30 
9:00 


6:55 
7:00 
8:00 


9:00 
12:09 
1:00 
2:00 
3:00 
4:00 
4:30 
6:00 
7:00 
7:45 


8:30 
9:00 
9:30 
10:00 
11:00 


i ee 


“HOME TOWN EVENING” 


P.M. 


P.M. 
P.M. 


Proclamation 

Band Music 

Lighting of Birthday Cake 
Men’s Stag Smoker 
Ladies’ Card Party 


THURSDAY, JUNE 17 


“SAGINAW COUNTY DAY” 


A.M. 
A.M. 
A.M. 


A.M. 
Noon 
P.M. 
P.M. 
P.M. 
P.M. 
P.M. 
P.M. 
P.M. 
P.M. 


P.M. 
P.M. 
P.M. 
P.M. 
P.M. 


Church Bells and Siren 
Executive Breakfast 

Flag Raising 

Bomb Salute and Bugle 
Midway, Mosher Amusements 
Bomb Salute 

Kiddies Parade 

“John’s Hot Shots” 

Kiddies Contests 

Kramer's Accordions 

Church Suppers 

Bomb Salute 

Crowning of King and Queen 
Dramatic Presentation 

“Boy and Girl” in Song, Style and Music 
Teen Age Dancing 

Amateur Program 

Public Square Dancing 

Street Dancing 


Midway ‘till closing 
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CARROLLTON BAR 


<a 
BEER LIQUOR WINE 
Take Out Take Out 
ae 
3503 Carrollton Rd. | Carrollton, Mich. 


PHONE 2-6541 


HARRIS LOCKER PLANT INC. 


Groceries and Meats Frozen Food Lockers 


4585 N. Michigan Ave., Route 2 Saginaw, Michigan 


CHAMPION MOTOR SALES AND SERVICE ON ALL MAKES 


DRY GOODS 


pe en SSE tt le TSS SESS eae EE ROR RO SR sen 


PROEGERAM 


FRIDAY, JUNE 18 


“MILWAUKEE AND FRANKENMUTH DAY” 


Se 


6:55 A.M. Church Bells and Siren 
8:00 A.M. Flag Raising 


Bomb Salute and Bugle 


9:00 A.M. Midway. Mosher Amusements 


10:00 A.M. Bicycle Parade 
11:00 A.M. “John’s Hot Shots” 


12:00 Noon Bomb Salute 


| 
| i] 
2:00 P.M. Dignitaries and Guests 


4:00 P.M. Baseball Game 
4:30 P.M. Church Suppers ! 
7:00 P.M. Edwina Wright Dance Teams ql 
7:30 P.M. Barber Shop Quartet | 
8:00 P.M. Germania ‘“Maennenchor” . i 


9:00 P.M. Square Dance Exhibition | 
fe 
9:30 P.M. Crowning of ‘Beauty Queen” al 


19:00 P.M. Coronation Ball 


Lamont Corp Orchestra 


ee ee eee areca Cees 
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Sealrich Dairy Products Please patronize our advertisers and 
mention that you saw their “ad” in 


HOME DELIVERY the Centennial Souvenir Booklet. 


The advertisements were solicited 
by 


EMILY STANLEY 
BOX 41 UTICA, MICH. 
Phone Utica 7-4011 


“A friendly, efficient advertising 
service.” 


Contact us for rates and estimates 


WONDER BREAD 
HOSTESS CAKE 


<a 
OR AT YOUR FAVORITE 
WE FOOD STORE 
BUILD 
SALES GET YOUR MILK IN THE MODERN 
PLASTIC COATED CARTON 
“ia 


WALTER HOFF DAIRY 
CLIO AGENCY 


MURRAY 3-5521 


2005 HOLLAND AVE. 


Phone 2-3167 


$e 
14 


DROGRA M 


SATURDAY, JUNE 19 


“MILLINGTON AND TAWAS CITY DAY” 


6:55 A.M. Church Bells and Siren 


8:00 A.M. Flag Raising 


Bomb Salute and Buale 
9:00 A.M. Midway, Mosher Amusements 
10:00 A.M. Grand Centennial Parade 


12:00 Noon Beef Barbecue 


Bomb Salute 
12:30 P.M. German Band 
1:30 P.M. Dignitaries and Guests 
2:30 P.M. Firemen’s Battle 
4:00 P.M. Beard Judging and Awards 
5:00 P.M. Rausch’s Clown and Donkey Act. r 
7:30 P.M. Kramer’s Accordions 
9:00 P.M. Pageant 
10:30 P.M. Grand Fireworks Display 


11:00 P.M. Finale 


iS 


SECOND NATIONAL BANK 
and TRUST COMPANY 


OF SAGINAW 


OLDEST AND LARGEST BANK IN SAGINAW 82 YEARS OLD 


Five Locations to Serve You 


GENESEE and WASHINGTON COURT and HAMILTON 
CENTER and FORDNEY 
WASHINGTON and THOMPSON (Auto Bank) 
2815 E. GENESEE (Fairgrounds Office) 


Member F.D.I.C. and Federal Reserve 


Office: 1420 Cleveland St. Yards: Cor. Bates and Cleveland Sts. 


PROMPT SERVICE 


WEST SIDE LUMBER COMPIANY 


Retail Dealers in 


YELLOW PINE, FIR, CEDAR, WHITE PINE, LATH, SHINGLES 
BUILDING MATERIALS 


Phone: Dial 2-4159 or 2-4150 
1420 CLEVELAND ST. SAGINAW, W.S., MICHIGAN 


ASK ABOUT OUR HOME PLANNING SERVICE 
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Oliver Westendortf George E. Blam Glen W. Bauer Lenora W. Otto 
CENTENNIAL BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
(84 ae Hg 191000 Wee ast ie SEN ee PEEP REE Gs SP AEP On ECR ee ene Harold H. Bauer 
CEH FN ioe te ayer oe ata ace e n caee aS hes Soaks ssc cae esan eee me eee eon dette tev cere Glen W. Bauer 
HM Palo} rtd) 5 rot es MR Si Eee ae Rene! BB A dna a een eM Helen L. Dorey 
PT PUSt@ eS were Sete ere cece reeves coasters Errol E. Comstock, Joseovh V. Metiva 
EXECUTIVE BOARD 
General Chairman .... SE pri! BA 5 A ee SL SY pean ee Claude D. Meehleder 
Co-C GIT Gre coe entree ota earner ene _.. Guy Bauer, Fred Westendorf 
Presid cers i ae hac eas oe saa nee Bee aaa ede ce nantan teteeetectes Ben Michalski 
Wice-Presid ents snc seit.sctesese-ee-ssc ete E. George Blum, Oliver Westendorf 
SOCLOLERE Vi ma rscce errs fee cy soe ona cog =o ceaeaasenn tank wens etndeN ecg enusoaheasaecetsess Glen W. Bauer 
pp baYop otol syed @)otog by stone Pie m eein eee pret ee QP nr Prepe re tay ery te _.. Lenora Otto 
COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 
Antiques Elaine Szczublewski Lighting ee secoccdesscreee score ccs Leonard Luplow 
Awards oo. .eceeseseeseeeseeeeteeeees Robert Dammann Ear DOr ee heecteeraet on eeeeseeeenes _.. Leslie Dunbar 
Barr eCise wen once ce tess is cetecesseeee ee Fred Westendortf - 

i Moecdlss. banquets... cee eae- Clara Metiva. 
Barber Shop Quartet .............. George Boelter Fidelis _Kapuscinski 
Concessions) 62 nuance to Richard Blohm K 
Catenion.) ao Magdalene Bauer. Noveltiesine ce tric ek eae Harold Colpean 

Belva Howland PipeAse Sy Stein wrcstos.sseresseeseeeste tas John Jarema 
DEcOtahHOnS 2 nce eek eee eee Alfred Timm Petgecrnt yt eitssrecstes coset sees nsast cee so ssa Roy Curtis 
Butertainmeont) ...07-.ccecwseese es George Metiva Poaradene:.. oe eee Chas. Henning, Jr.. 
ire Ww OLS tains. erties Joseph B. Rehmann Elmer Kreutzfeldt 
Firemen’s Battle ................ Errol E. Comstock Police ms bavicing toc ere Nelson Bauer 
| Bl bola To es Ree OR rept Saar er er ae Harold H. Bauer PROGI CaM 3s Soe tesse tae ate eee Ted Dukarski 
“Hen” Party .. . Anetta Rux, Helen Patow Publicity. siden esr ee ce tabasco ... Betty Evans 
Mistoricdl es ves Rev. Eugene A. Forbes Sauctres Dcmncewetsis excise Edward Jarema 
| gfo} of a8 (sto9! Ss Hoenn cereerertrePeco Tee William Lovejoy S (encyie OIOKCT ut eperent de criss tt eeaeeeees Alfred Luplow. 
Honored Guests ...........- The Executive Board ‘ George Martin 
igo kiisleqitoptodll Dara cera mri cenerece Fred Flathau Style OW te eetecrec ter ees ance sane Minnie Krueger 
First) Aide... . The Executive Board Birthd ave Cak@ forge teeneee Mary Forbes 
Kiddies’ Parade ................:0+.+- Hubert Nance Musicins Sncscse steerer newts Helen Dorey 
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CONGRATULATIONS 


KOEHLER BROS. 


2000 HOLLAND AVE. SAGINAW, MICHIGAN 


STEEL 
SASH and DOORS 


STEEL 
FABRICATORS 


COMPLIMENTS OF 


SAGINAW CENTRAL OIL CO 


_ 1420 COURT ST. SAGINAW, MICHIGAN 


Fuel Oil 


Your Comfort Is Our Business 


Our Location Saves You Dollars 


SAGINAW PLUMBING & HEATING SUPPLY 


300 MACKINAW COR. NIAGARA 


PHONE 2-2822 SAGINAW, MICHIGAN 


HISTORY OF ZILWAUKIE 


It was just 100 years ago that Zilwaukee began its existence as a separate 
township of Saginaw County, Michigan. On January 3, 1854, the Board of 
Supervisors, in response to the previous application of 14 freeholders, estab- 
lished a new township in the county “to be known and designated by the 
name of Zilwaukie.” 


The original petition for the organization of the township had been laid 
before the Board two years earlier on January 5, 1852. Because of the fact, 
however, that a petition of remonstrances containing 34 signatures against 
the petition was also submitted, the Board postponed the organization. 


The 1854 date is important to Zilwaukee’s formal history, but things had 
been humming in the little community for years previously. 


The first recorded footprint of the white man at Zilwaukee was made in 
1835. In June of that year, Dr. Domiel H. Fitzhugh made his first visit to the 
Saginaw Valley. In riding over the prairies at Zilwaukee “where the blue- 
joint grass was as high as his pony’s back, with nothing else in view except 
the distant timber and the flower-decked banks of the river,” he was delighted 
with the view and purchased a large tract of prairie land below Zilwaukee 
where the Consumers’ Power Company plant is now located. 


Nothing was done by way of settlement at Zilwaukee until the year 1848, 
when Daniel and Solomon Johnson, from New York City, built a steam saw- 
mill on the shores of the Saginaw River at what today would be the foot of 
Tittabawassee Street. 


Daniel and Solomon were the sons of William Penn Johnson and Mercy 
D. Cornell, both of English Quaker stock. The parents were married in a 
Quaker ceremony before 34 witnesses in Catskill (South of Albany), Greene 
County, New York, on June 24, 1819. In all there were 11 children born to 
the couple in their home at Bonnyvale, Monroe Valley, Orange County, New 
York, where there was a Quaker settlement established. The family was of 
considerable means, for the father had become very wealthy in the ship and 
timber business. 


Daniel, their eldest child, was born on June 9, 1820, while Solomon, their 
second child, was bom February 26, 1822. The boys received a very good 
education in New York State private schools. After graduation, they were 
immediately taken into their father’s business. 


Daniel married his wife, Hannah S., in New York, on August 23, 1842. 
Their marriage was blessed with one son, William P. Johnson, who was born 
October 23, 1844, in New York, and died in Omer, Michigan. A son of the 
latter, Walter P. Johnson, resided for years in Flint, Michigan. Solomon's 
wife’s name is unknown, but he too had one son, Charles A. Johnson, who 
resided ut.86 E. 10th Street, New York City. 


’ One of the Johnson sisters, Deborah, was married to Benjamin Franklin 
Fisher in Bonnyvale on February 4, 1848. Benjamin F. Fisher became an 
associate of the brothers in their Zilwaukee venture. 
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CONGRATULATIONS ZILWAUKIE 


From 


“FEDERAL: AT FRANKLIN 


SERVING SAGINAW AND NORTHEASTERN MICHIGAN 
FOR THE PAST 54 YEARS 


BASKINS INSURANCE AGENCY 


SELLING INSURANCE 
and ; 
REAL ESTATE SINCE 1900 


1510 E. Genesee Phone 3-3333 


CECIL A. BASKINS THOMAS A. BASKINS 


SAGINAW'S THREE GREAT THRIFT CENTERS 


HOME DAIRY CO. 
403 E. GENESEE 


PARK & SHOP SUPER MARKETS 


In Saginaw Since 1918 
2024 N. NIAGARA 315 S. MICHIGAN 


. 


JOHN H. NICKODEMUS & SONS, INC. 


FUEL OIL, DISTILLATE, GASOLINE 


315 HOLLAND AVE. 


SAGINAW, MICH. Phone 2-7193 
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PRESENTING! BEAUTY QUEEN JOAN DUBY (center) and her court who were chosen from 56 
entrants of a beauty contest held in the Public School Auditorium on January 16, 1954. Judges were 
the County Sheriff and Suvervisors of four neighboring Townships. The attendants are, left to right: 
Shirley McGuire, Anna Rae Davennort, Queen Joan, Coral Luvlow, and Ivaloe Donnenwerth. Shirley 
is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Louis McGuire; Anna Rae’s pa:ents are Mr. and Mrs. Sam W. Daven- 
port; Queen Joan is the daughter of Mrs. Leona and the late Earl Duby. Coral is the daughter of 
Leonard and the late Mrs. Helen Luplow; and Ivaloce’s parents are Mr. and Mrs. Edward Donnenwerth. 


Another sister, Sarah, was married to Hiram S. Penoyer, an attorney of 
Saginaw City, and proprietor of the “Penoyer Farm,” which became a sub- 
division of Saginaw’s Northwest side. It was while on a visit to her Zilwaukee 
brothers that Sarah became acquainted with Penoyer, to whom she was 
married at New York on October 29, 1851. 


Birdsall Cornell, likewise an associate of the Johnsons, was their first 
cousin, being a son of their mother’s brother. Cornell handled the New York 
end of the firm’s business from their office at 139 William Street, New York. 

The geneology information of the Johnson family here given was ob- 
tained by the writer from Lillian Sarah Fisher of Saginaw, who is a grand- 
daughter of Benjamin F. Fisher and Deborah Johnson. 


With a stake of money from their father, the two Johnson boys came into 
Saginaw Valley and began construction of a sawmill at Zilwaukee. We know 
they were busy at work on their mill here in 1848, for on December 17, 1848, 
Benjamin F. Fisher wrote a letter to his sister-in-law, Sarah Johnson, in which 
he stated that “Solomon (Johnson) paid us a visit (at Saginaw City) and dined 
with us. He is engaged all week down the River at their place which they 
call Zilwaukie. He only spends Sundays here in town.’ At the time of their 
beginnings in Zilwaukee, Daniel was 28 years of age and Solomon was 26. 


When, the Johnsons located in Zilwaukee in 1848, the place contained 
only one family, one house and three shanties huddled fearfully on the river 
bank. 

THE JOHNSON MILL, upon completion, was the largest steam sawmill 
in the valley and remained so for several years. The mill was really some- 
thing to see. In 1853 it had a gana of 25 saws in one frame set to cut lumber 
of all widths, passing through the log at once and cutting it up into inch, one 
and one-quarter inches, two, and three-inch, of other dimensions, with one 
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CONGRATULATIONS VOTE 
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BEST WISHES PRIMARY 
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Sani-Seal Dairies, Inc. 
Constant Laboratory Control Sheriff 


1743 E. GENESEE SAGINAW VETERAN DEMOCRAT 


Office Supplies and Equipment 


408-410 WEST GENESEE AVENUE 


SAGINAW, MICHIGAN PHONE 3-5483 


Wm. A. SCHMECK 


PRESCRIPTION SPECIALIST 
Wholesaie and Retail Drugs 
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YOUR PATRONAGE IS APPRECIATED 
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420-422 W. GENESEE ST. PHONE 3-3082 
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operation. There was no gigging back, but as fast as the log was worked 
through, another came up to the saws, the log having first been sided or 
slabbed off by an upright saw. These were the first gang saws, as far as 
can be determined, which were put into operation in the Saginaw River mills. 


Aside from the gang saws, this mill drove two upright and six buzz saws. 
The cost of the mill was $40,000 and it had cut from 6 to 7 million feet of 
lumber in the year 1852. A secondary mill, located below the former, had 
two upright and two buzz saws. There was still another mill devoted wholly 
to making lath from the slabs and waste of the other mills. 


The Johnsons needed help in a hurry for their mill and commissioned 
agents in the East, so the story goes, to recruit labor from among the immi- 
graris then coming to the United States in great numbers. It was at the time 
of the large-scale emigration from Germany between the years 1845 and 
185$. Many from that country were familiar with Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 
where there was already a large German settlement established. There is 
good authority which holds that the Johnsons, by the ruse of naming their 
settlement “Zilwaukie”, lured workers to their projected village. 


lt seems certain that the name is not derivative from the Indian language. 
Indian names are usually discriptive as applied to places, streams, etc. 


“Zilwaukie”, according to the experts, means nothing in the Indian language, 
while “Milwaukee” itself means “fine land.” 


The Indians, moreover, did have a name for this part of the shores of the 
river. They called it ‘Ne-mit-e-qua,” or ““Me-ta-gong”, which means substan- 
tially ““Where the woods come to the water.” So in the descriptive Chippewa 
parlance, it might be said that “"Nemitequa” was the first place above Bay 
City on the Saginaw River where the forest extended to the river. 


lt was not the intention of the brothers to make this anything more than 


a lumbering point. Subsequent circumstances induced them to locate a vill- 
age here. 


“Notice — 2,000 Lots for Sale” 


‘; y the undersigned in the flourishing village of Zilwaukie, We here state that our 
v lage is situated on the west bank of Saginaw river, fifteen miles from its mouth, and 
a the Head of Ship Navigation, and in center of a rich and] fastl improving country. 
Tue following Plank Roads terminate at this place—Saginaw and Genesee, 25 miles 
in: length, (nearly ccmpleted); the Saginaw and Corunna, 46 miles (ust begun); and 
the Zilwaukie, Grand Traverse and Mockinaw, 259 miles—will be commenced within 
the coming year. The above roads will all be finished within three years, and cannot- 
do less than make this one of the first commercial towns in the State. The above lots 
will be sold on favorable terms to aciual settlers, and are ‘ree of any incumbrance 
whatever. The population of our village is now about two hundred, and must be not 
less than three times that number within one year, in order to keep pace with the grow- 
ing wants of the surrounding country.” 


“TOHNSONS & WESTERVELT”’ 


ZIlwaukie, November 13, 1951” 

This adveriisement, which appeared in successive editions of “The Spirit of the 
Tunes.’ a@ newspaper of Saginaw City (Saginaw West Side), tells of the hopes of the 
Johns«a brethers, Daniel and Solomon, and their associates, to make their newly-surveyed 
village the metropolis of the Saginaw Valley and one of the foremost cities of the State 
eo? Michigan. : 
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THE NEW ART OF DRY CLEANING 
EXCLUSIVE LUSTERWAY 


CLEANERS & DYERS INC. 


214 JANES ST. SAGINAW, MICHIGAN 


MUEHLENBECK DISTRIBUTING CO. 


1253 S. WATER ST. PHONE 3-2914 


HUGH LEE IRON WORKS 


Incorporated 
STRUCTURAL STEEL — BAR JOIST 
MISCELLANEOUS IRONWORK 
ENGINEERS — FABRICATORS -- ERECTORS 
Saginaw, Michigan — Phone 3-2024 
R. M. SHEAR New & Meister Coal Co. 
Tool and Gage Co. HIGH GRADE COAL 

2215 Eddy St. PLO. Box 11 ii | Since 1911 


SAGINAW, MICHIGAN Ph. 3-4732 824 N. 8th 
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ZILWAUKEE’S ‘LONGEST MARRIED COUPLE,” ana 
the King and Queen of its Centennial, are Mr. and 
Mrs. Fred T. Westendorf, who this year celebrate their 
65th wedding anniversary. The were married on July 
28, 1889. They have 6 children, 22 grand children, 34 
great grand children, and 1 great great grand child. 
Mr. Westendorf was born in Hamburg, Germany, Oct. 
26, 1867. Mrs. Westendorf was born Louise Metiva 
in Zilwaukee on April 4, 1870. Mr. Westendorf is 
pictured sporting the beard he grew for the Centennial. 


Then the Johnsons began to dream ... . their settlement would be the 
eventual metropolis of the Saginaw Valley for the reason, that a sand bar 
farther up the river at Carrollton reduced the draft of lake vessels to five and 
six feet from the twelve-foot depth at Zilwaukee, which was thus located at 
the head of deep-water navigation in the river. 


SEVERAL FACTORS puctured the dream of the brothers. In 1848 Sagi- 
naw City (Saginaw West Side) to the South was already a settlement of about 
900 persons. But competition was arising from another quarter. Norman 
Little, as agent for Hoyt & Co. of New York, purchased the land on which 
East Saginaw is located in 1849, just one year after the Johnsons settled 
in Zilwaukee. Curtis Emerson, who had settled just outside of the original 
plat of East Saginaw and had secured the organization of Buena Vista Town- 
ship in 1849, was soon offering lots for sale in his “Village of Buena Vista". 
The race was on. Zilwaukee and Buena Vista were outdistanced by East 
Saginaw, which was no more favorably located, but was backed by Jesse 
Hoyt’s more ample capital. The Johnsons in their turn became bankrupt and 
the U. S. Government later dealt Zilwaukee the crowning blow when it dredged 
a channel through the “Carrollton Flats”. 


The Johnson mill settlement quickly became quite flourishing and self 
sufficient. Its general store, operating under the title of Johnsons & Westervelt, 
offered to the public ‘Dry Goods, Groceries, Crockery, Hardware, Ready Made 
Clothing, etc.’ A bookstore, run by Benjamin F. Fisher, sold “Novels — a 
great variety of Harper's Novels.” A boarding house, called the “Clark 
House,” was built to give room and board to the mill hands. Enlarged*and 
refurnished, it was reopened under the supervision of Mr. Henry Flatau, who 
was tendered a complimentary ball by his friends on Friday evening, Feb- 
ruary 10, 1854. The notice of the event in The Spirit of the Times stated that 


t traay ii 


“o capital opportunity will be afforded all to ‘shake the hoof’ ". 


_. One of the first things the Johnsons did was to build a plank road from 
Zilwaukee to a point on the river shore opposite East Saginaw, thus connect- 
ing their embryo village with civilization. On September I, 1853, a stage 
route was opened on this road between Saginaw City (Saginaw West Side) 
and Zilwaukee. 
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2848 N. Michigan 


‘ | The Franklin Hotel 
Wesley Bicycle Shop 
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SALES SERVICE 
WE SELL, BUY OR TRADE FRIENDLY FRANKLIN COCK7AIL 
Reasonable, Friendly Service LOUNGE 
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COMPLIMENTS. 
The Florist 
WOOLWORTH’S 
FLOWERS FOR ALL OCCASIONS 
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404 W. Genesee Ph. 3-8777 
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KBOVE IS AN ETCHING OF ZILWAUKEE as it appeared in 1854. Discernible in the sketch are the 
main mill of the firm of ‘Johnsons and Westervelt,” and their secondary mill located above the former. 
In the background are the “Clark Hotel,” a general store, and several dwellings. Moored to the dock 
is a schooner being loaded with lumber for Chicago, New York and other principal cities of the 


country. 


On September 13, 1853, the brothers opened their books to public inspec- 
tion for the purpose of obtaining stock subscriptions for a plank road from 
their village to the Tittabawassee River. 

There was no end to the versatility of the Johnson brothers. 

In 1851 Daniel Johnson built a small steamboat which he named the 
"Snow." It was the third boat to be built in the valley. The first was a 
schooner, the "Julia Smith,” and the second was the steamboat ‘Buena Vista,” 
built by Curtis Emerson. 

The brothers also took steps to open a bank of their own called ‘The 
Bank of Zilwaukie,” and, in 1856, had quantities of money printed that was a 
masterpiece of the engraver’s art. The 1, 2 and 3 dollar bills have a sketch 
of the village, with its smoking mills, printed on their front. There was even 
an issue of 50 and 25 cent denominations in smaller size. All bear the legend: 
“Due the Bearer, on demand, at our Office in Zilwaukie, A eee 2 , without 
interest, for value received.” The money was never put into circulation. 

Daniel Johnson, the spokesman of the brothers, was an energetic and 
enterprising man. They say he was fastidious in his tastes, with a liking for 
spirited horses which he drove between his village and Saginaw City where 
he lived. Because of his later failure, Daniel Johnson has been termed a 
"munificent eccentric,” and a “visionary.” Judge Albert Miller, however, 
who knew Johnson personally, says that he was in advance of public opinion 
and compares him with Norman Little of East Saginaw as “far-sighted, public- 
spirited and devoted to the interests of the valley.” 

THE ORIGINAL OWNERS of the land whereon Zilwaukee village is 
situated were Otis Shepard of Chicago and Hiram S. Penoyer of Saginaw 
City, who held patent from the U. S. Government. As proprietors they com- 
missioned Alexander Alberti to survey a plat on their land of the “Village 
of Zilwaukie.” This he did in January, 1851. In the previous month Alberti 
had completed a survey of the original plat of East Saginaw, known as the 
“Hoyt Plat,” for Alfred M. Hoyt. 
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Congratulations On Your 100th Birthday Anniversary 
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WITH REAL ROOT JUICES 


PH. 3-6494 


Newmann’s Garage 


24 Hr. Wrecker Service 
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2400 Maple St. Ph. 8965 
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SAGINAW HATCHERY 
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Baby Chicks 


FEED POULTRY EGGS 
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212 So. Franklin St. 
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The Zilwaukee plat was recorded with the Register of Deeds of Saginaw 
County on April 2, 1855. It was certainly an attractive village which the 
surveyor laid out, containing two full blocks of playground. It is interesting 
to note that on the original plat, Westervelt, Jefferson, Franklin and Adams 
are given as ‘Avenues’, while the other roads of the village running East 
and West are designated as “Streets.” The Johnsons, besides naming the 
streets after several Presidents of the U. S., likewise forever memorialized 
themselves and their associates, Otis Shepard, Birdsall Cornell, Benjamin F. 
Fisher, and John A. Westervellt. woe 


Though part of the township was recorded as a village, Zilwaukee was 
never incorporated as a village and has had none other than the township 
form of government. A movement to have much of the township lying West 
of the river incorporated as a fifth-class city was defeated at the polls by 38 
votes in September, 1951. 


The area of Zilwaukee Township has remained substantially the same 
since its origin. Its outer edges were trimmed by the Board of Supervisors 
when adjacent townships were organized. The largest sacrifice of territory 
was made to Kochville Township when this was formed in 1856. 


The 14 freeholders who, on November 28, 1853, made application to the 
Saginaw County Board of Supervisors to organize a new township to be called 
“"7ilwaukie’ were the following: Charles L. Richman, E. N. Davenport, Luke 
Wellington, Louis Duprat, Antoine Duprat, John Davis, Jerry Davis, Daniel 
Johnson, Benjamin F. Fisher, Jacob Wright, James Barrett, Caspar Schultheis, 
Michael Walker and John H. Schroeder. On January 3, 1854, as stated above, 
the Board, in response to their plea, established a new township and called 


the lst annual meeting for the election of its officers for the following January 
20th. 


TODAN OZlLLuW AUKIE HONORS? HER: 


Oldest Resident Native — 
Miss Bertha Luth 
317 W. Johnson 
84 years of age 


Born in Zilwaukee on 
March 28, 1870 
Oldest Resident — 
Mrs. May Johnson 
212 W. Shevard 
92 years of age 
Born in Seville Township 


Gratiot County. on 
March 2, 1862 


Longest Married Couple — 
Mr. and Mrs. Fred T. Wesitendorf 
603 S. Westervelt 
86 and 84 vears of age, 
respectively 
Married on July 28, 1889 
when he was 21 and she was 19 
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Compliments of 


NORTHEASTERN MICHIGAN'S ONLY PAINT MANUFACTURERS 


334 Genesee Phone 5-4491 . 
GILBERT G. GILBERT JOHN G. QUINN 


GILBERT CONSTRUCTION CO. 


RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL BUILDERS 


Phone 3-9864 


217 W. GENESEE SAGINAW, MICHIGAN 


HART BROTHERS 


Compliments of 


BEANS 
Killmer Electric Co. GRAIN 
610 N. 16th Ph. 3-5054 sicker et 
1418 S. Hamilton Ph. 2-3156 
EVANS & THOMAS COMPLIMENTS OF* 


HEATING and PLUMBING Chas H Spiekerman 


316 N. MICHIGAN AVE. DISTRIBUTOR 


Tel. 2-9682 361 Weiss 
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ABOVE IS A DRAWING OF THE ORIGINAL ZILWAUKEE VILLAGE PLAT which was surveyed by 
Alexander Alberti in January, 1851. Alberti, who also served as Township Supervisor (1860-61), only 
the month previously had surveyed the original “Hoyt Plat’ of East Saginaw for Alfred Hoyt. Of the 
above plat, the streets East of Westervelt remain unonened, along ‘with Hampton Street to the North. 
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Reese Sends Congratulations 
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100th BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION 


THE STATE SAVINGS BANK 
of 
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STEAKS AND CHOPS 
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Phone Reese 3437 
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MIKE DAENZER and 
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ANDRUS HATCHERY 


AND BREEDING FARM 


Reese Welding Service 
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The meeting was duly held on that date in the offices of the Johnson 


Brothers’ mill. The poll list of the meeting gives 41 men who chose the foll- 
owing township officers: 


Supervisor—Charles Danes. 

Clerk—Charles H. Brower. 

Treasurer—Charles Lewis. 

School Inspector—Benjamin F. Fisher. 

Justices of the Peace—Daniel Johnson, Benjamin F. Fisher, William 
L. Marsh, Caspar Schultheis. 

Overseers of the Poor—Jacob Wright, Louis Duprat. 

Highway Commissioner—Louis Duprat. 

Spiess Parks, Robert A. Shirley, Henry Flatau, Jeremiah 

avis. 


The Ist Board of Commissioners of Highways for the township was also 
chosen: Jacob Wright, Chairman; George and Charles Lewis: and Charles 
H. Brower, Clerk. Their first meeting was held at the Clark House on June 
19, 1854. 


With $1,000 raised by the Township Board for highway purposes, the 
Highway Commissioners began the herculean task of opening roads through 
the forests that were as yet merely platted on paper. They established three 
road districts with overseers for each. In June they had three access roads 
surveyed through the woods: from Zilwaukee to “Hardscrabble” (as the 
Northeast end of Kochville Township was familiarly called); the Dr. Welling- 
ton Road; and the Zilwaukee-Carrollton Road. In 1855 another road was 
begun from Zilwaukee to “some point on the West Bank of the Saginaw River 
in Hampton Township” (Bay County). 


The Commissioners were exacting in their road specifications. Below 
are the specifications of the Tittabawassee and Hardscrabble Roads. They 
give one a good idea of road construction in the lumbering days in this area. 
The road was to, be built in the following manner: 


"First: By grubbing and grading a road-way 20 feet in width. 


“Second: By laying on such parts of the road as is wet or swampy, 
round or split rails 10 feet in length and no longer, and not more 
than 6 nor less than 4 inches in diameter in as close proximity as 
they can be laid and also in a perfectly straight line as regards the 
direction of the road. ; 


"Third: By digging a ditch on the south side of each road 5 feet wide 
and 2 feet deep—and throwing the excavated earth upon the 
“Corduroy” or crossway of rails and grading it then to equal depth 
8 feet wide, that is, to within one foot of each side of the crossway 
or end of the rails; and on dryer lands where no rails shall be 
laid, by grading the excavated earth from the ditch in such exact 
corresponding manner to that on the “Corduroy.""—The ditches 
must be dug in straight lines, and the one on the Tittabawassee 
Road must be exactly upon the Township line, and the other cor- 
responding to that already made on the prairie—and the ditches 


le ee 


33 


Welcome Friends 
TO OUR 
100th BIRTHDAY PARTY 
ZILWAUKIE 


DO YOUR SHOPPING AT THE... 


ZILW AUKIE MARKET 


106 W. JOHNSON STREET 


Complete One Stop Market 


Phone 5-387] _ 


Meehleder Brothers 


805 So. WESTERVELT 


Hardware — Paints 


Oil Gas 
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SHOWN ABOVE IS A SAMPLE OF THE CURRENCY issued by the Johnsons in 1856 from their newly 
established “Bank of Zilwaukie.’” The money was printed in issues of $3.00, $2.00, $1.00, 50c and 25c. 
There was no printing on the reverse side of the bills and they were never put into circulation. Because 
of their scarcity, they are more valuable as collectors’ items now than when they were first issued. 


must also be 2% feet from the Corduroy, and at such places as 
the Commissiqners may designate: The roads shall be built of 
double width, and not exceeding 6 rods in length at any one point, 
and the said points or tumouts shall not occur oftener than once 
in 30 rods. 


“Proposals or bids must be for each of the portions of work, namely: 
Grubbing and grading, putting down the rails, or Corduroy, and dig- 
ging the ditch, which last includes the grading of the excavated earth.” 


The contract for this particular work was awarded on September 1, 1854, 
to Alexander Russel of Tittabawassee Township who was the low bidder at 
$2 per rod. The aggregate most commonly used: for road surfaces was, quite 
naturally, sawdust. : 


The Commissioners were no less exacting in their specifications for drain- 
age ditches. The ditch on the West side of Westervelt Street had to be “four 
feet wide at the top, two feet wide at the bottom, and two feet deep.” 

In the beginning, the Highway Commissioners fixed a highway poll tax 
at “one day's labor for each $1,000 upon the assessment roll.” In successive 
years, the assessment figure was lowered to $200, $100, and finally ‘‘on every 
male inhabitant of Zilwaukee of age 21 and under SO years of age.” Still 
later it was “One dollar or one day's work from every male inhabitant of 21 
and under 50 years of age.” , 

THE NEW TOWNSHIP BOARD enacted its first By-Laws on April 3, 
1854. These were concemed principally with the restraining of domestic 
animals and the damages allowable if these were permitted to roam at large. 
To contain them when apprehended, the Board raised $25 for the building 
of a public pound, and created a new office of Poundmaster. Lots 1 and 10, 
Block 37, in the village were donated by Daniel Johnson for this purpose. 

Storm clouds were slowly gathering over the heads of the Johnsons. The 
original firm of Johnsons & Westervelt, “doing business in New York, Chicago 
and Zilwaukee, Saginaw Co., Mich.,” was dissolved by mutual consent on 
October 4, 1853. The brothers continued operations-as “D. & S. Johnson”, but 
not for long. 


er 


35 


} 


i 

Hit 
i) 
a 

| 

} 
fa 
Ht 
i 

| if 
| 


ILL9-Z eUoug 
SONIHL ONY STIId 
S.FIINYMTIZ 


SONUd S.NOd 


dHOLS ONYd LSALVYAYD 


ZILWAUKIE'S 


LEADING BAR 


LIQUOR — BEER — WINE. 


BEN’S BAR 


Phone 9727 


BEER TO TAKE OUT 


COMPLIMENTS OF ... 


JOHN OTTO GROCERY 


METAL 
FABRICATING 


AND 
WELDING WORKS 
MANUFACTURERS OF 
HYDRAULIC TESTING EQUIPMENT 


603 Westervelt St. Ph. 3-3652 


200 JOHNSON STREET 


PAT’S BEAUTY SHOP 


309 S. Jefferson Ph. 5-4131 
WAVES — 
MACHINELESS ....... $5.00 “and Up 
COLD. oe $7.50 and Up 


OPEN FRIDAY EVENINGS 


Zilwaukee Shoe Repair 


“HAVE A NEW PAIR 
THRU SHOE REPAIR” 
“WEAR-U-WELL” SHOES 


ED. DEBO, Owner 
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3 One of Daniel Johnson’s many projects was the construction of a road 
1 some 250 miles in length which would be called ‘The Zilwaukie, Grand 
1 Traverse and Mackinaw. Johnson's idea was to construct a plank road 
-] between Zilwaukee and Mackinaw, then a frontier military station almost 
| inaccessible during the Winter months. When Michigan was still a territory, 
-] the U. S. Government began construction of a road from Detroit to Mackinaw. 
The project was abandaned when the road reached, Pine Run in Genesee 
County. Johnson's plan was to complete it along the lines of the original 
survey. He tried to secure the passage of an act of Congress authorizing a 
land grant in aid of his project. Twice a law for that purpose passed the 
House of Representatives, but failed in the’ Senate. The U. S. Government 
was not quite ready to raid the public domain for the purpose of opening 
the West to homesteading and commerce. Later it was not so reluctant for 
it made many such land grants for railroad and highway construction. The 
next time you travel on highway US 10-27 to the North, remember that Dan 
Johnson, at least in thought, was there ahead of you 100 years ago. 


In their efforts to secure passage of this bill, Johnson and his friends spent 
large sums of money of their own and borrowed heavily from other lumber- 
men. Their creditors pressed them for payment and the Circuit Court of Sagi- 
naw County, on February 5, 1856, ,issued the inevitable writ of foreclosure to 
the Sheriff. For a year and eight months the brothers fought for survival. 
At length, on October 24, 1857, their extensive holdings at Zilwaukee were 
sold at public auction on the Court House steps. 


When the Johnsons sank, they pulled their friend John A. Westervelt 
under with them. In September of that year he was forced to sell his sawmill 
even though it was only “2 years old and in entire and perfect running order.” 

The operation of the Johnson mill was taken over for awhile by John 
Drake. Afterwards the mill was purchased by lumberman James H. Hill. 
Ezra Rust operated it for Mr. Hill until about 1863. The two Johnsons would 
now and then pay nostalgic visits to the scene of their hopes and failure at 
Zilwaukee. 


Daniel Johnson died at Saginaw City on October 6, 1860, just several 
years after his Zilwaukee failure and when he was only 40 years of age. 


About 1858 Solomon Johnson left the Saginaw Valley for California, and 
became engaged in gold mining and other enterprises. He was a proficient 
Spanish scholar, and did extensive traveling on the Pacific Coast. For years 
he was a contributor to the ‘Overland Monthly Magazine” published at San 
Francisco, treating as subjects mostly the mineral resources of the West Coast. 
Solomon died at Nevada City, California, on May 18, 1880, at 58 years of age. 
His sister, Deborah Johnson Fisher, was with him three weeks previous to his 
death. With this consoling exception, Solomon had not seen any of his rela- 
tives since going to California some 22 years before. The obituary notice of 
his death stated that “He was a man of few words and seldom made ac- 
quaintances. Those who became associated with him speak in the highest 
terms of his qualities. As a business man, he was far-seeing and enterprising. 
His shoulder once at the wheel, he never turned back. He had acquired a 
fine property, leaving a third interest in the Mt. Auburn gold quartz mine near 
Nevada City.” Solomon also had a claim in the Knickerbocker Mine in the 
vicinity. 
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Automobile Trucks 


Fire Life FRED’S 

Workmen's Public 

Compensation Liability BARBER 

Farmers 
Insurance Group SHOP 
COMPLETE INSURANCE SERVICE 
Edward Razmus, Local Agent 104 JOHNSON ST. ZILWAUKIE 

917 S. Jefferson Ph. 3-6201 


JOE REHMANN 


Cleaners and Tailors 
ZILWAUKIE AND DOWNTOWN SAGINAW 
214 S. WASHINGTON AVE. PHONE 3-1763 


SUITS MADE TO ORDER 


MEET YOUR FRIENDS AT... 
ED. McCULLOCH’S 


Zilwaukee’s Finest Bar 
BEER WINES LIQUOR 
PLAY SHUFFLEBOARD 
BEER AND WINE TO TAKE OUT 


HOULE BURKE’S GROCERY 
Lawn Mower Service FRESH MEATS AND VEGETABLES 
FROZEN FOODS 
HAND AND POWER MOWERS BEER AND WINE TO TAKE OUT 


Phone 3-7543 
116 E. Fisher Ph. 4-2622 


OPEN NIGHTS AND SUNDAYS 


THE ZILWAUKEE TOWNSHIP HALL was constructed 
in 1877 by Herman Huss, a Zilwaukee resident, at a 
cost of $985. Remodeled several times in the course 
of its 77 years, the venerable building is the center of 
Township activities and administration. 


After the Zilwaukee failure, Benjamin F. Fisher was engaged in the in- 
surance business in Saginaw City, until August 10, 1871, when he and his 
family also left the Saginaw Valley for Lincoln, Nebraska, where he engaged 
in the insurance, real estate and loan business. His home on the corner of 
Monroe and Hamilton Streets, Saginaw City, became the Rectory of Fr. 
Reinurus Van Der Heyden, first pastor of St. Andrew's Church, Saginaw. 
Benjamin Fisher died in Los Angeles, California, on March 20, 1880, pre- 
deceasing his brother-in-law, Solomon, by two months. It is a coincidence 
of Fate, that Deborah Johnson buried her husband and her brother only two 
months apart. 


A DIGRESSION is in order here calling attention to the military service 
record in the Civil War of two of Zilwaukee’s founding fathers. 

Alexander Alberti, the surveyor of the village plat, left his post of Town- 
ship Supervisor (1860-61) and was commissioned a Ist lieutenant in the Sth 
Infantry on June 19, 1861. The unit left Detroit for the front in September that 
year and entered into the Virginia Peninsular Campaign. It fought in the 
battles of Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville, and Gettysburg. Mustering in 
with 983 men, it reported a loss of 426 before November, 1862. The battle of 
Gettysburg was entered by the command at 4:00 p. m., July 2, 1863, and with- 
-n one hour it lost 105 men, 19 of whom were killed, 90 wounded, and 5 miss- 
ing. Its losses for 1863 and 1864 were 196 killed, 572 wounded, and 111 taken 
prisoner. Alexander Alberti, however, escaped injury in these battles and 
was discharged with the rank of captain on July 9, 1864. Alberti's return, 
however, was not to Zilwaukee. In 1865 he became associated with Curtis 
Emerson and the Township of Buena Vista. He was elected its supervisor 
for the years 1865-66 and 1873. ; 

Benjamin F. Fisher, who began another mill in Zilwaukee with the John- 
sons as partners, and was Township Supervisor for the years 1856 and 1857, 
joined the 16th Infantry. He became a captain on August 9, 1861. Wounded. 
he was made prisoner at Gaines’ Mill, Va., on June 27, 1862. He was paroled 
in August that year, and made a major of the 23rd Infantry later that month. 
He resigned his commission on February 13, 1863. With the 16th Regiment 
under General McClellan, he participated in all the engagements of the period 
from Yorktown to Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville, Middleburg and Gaines’ 
Mill. 
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COMPLIMENTS OF 


AMERICAN AGRICULTURAL CHEMICAL CO. 


P. O. Box 21228 Saginaw, Michigan 


NOW STAN SOLEK 


98¢ | 


Fer Pint 
“Tune Up” 


Your Heating 
System for This 
Year and Next 
? with Oil-Treet 
Amazing new Oil-Treet simply poured into 
fuel cil tank increases heat and every drop 
of fuel oil . . . saves from 10% to 30% on 
fuel bills. Disolves clogging sludge. Bums re 
off heat-wasting soot. Gets rid ot excess be 
water in fuel. Proved in use by American é 


industry. Money-back guarantee to cut your 
heating bill. Buy it NOW! 


IMPROVES ALL GRADES OF OIL if . 
OIL - TREET fo 7 fF 


At your Hardware or: Fuel Oil Dealer For Sheriff 
Manufactured by 


SAGINAW SALT PRODUCTS CoO. Four Years Experience As 
Saginaw, Mich. Ph. 3-1877 Democrat Deputy, 


GUEN W. BAUER 


Radio Service and Repair 
T.V. Tube Service Small Appliance Repair 
103 N. ADAMS ZILWAUKIE, MICHIGAN 
Phone 5-4501 ; 
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The mushroom growth of the lumber industry along the Saginaw had its 
effect in Zilwaukee. Mills were springing up along the banks of the stream 
during the 1850s and 60s. Besides the mills of the Johnson brothers men- 
tioned, in the early 1850s Benjamin F. Fisher joined the brothers in forming 
Fisher & Johnsons mill. Up to 1858, there were only three mills located in 
Zilwaukee. Their lumber production and its value for the year 1857 is thus 
listed by Truman B. Fox in his “History of Saginaw County from 1810 to 
1858”: 


Sawmill Lumber Produced Value 


Johnson‘s (John Drake), 4 million feet ..........ccseseseseeceseestteee tenets ttetteeseeeeees $35,000 
B. F. Fisher (the original Fisher & Johnsons), 142 million feet ................. $10,000 


John A. Westervelt (the original Chapin & Andrews), 4 million feet ........ $35,000 


About the year 1863, Zilwaukee began to revive after the years of un- 
certainty that followed the failure of the Johnsons. The East Saginaw Courier 
of October 7, 1863, gives the following account of the township's recovery: 


“This locality, so famous for its moist experience amid the ‘war 
of the elements,’ the subject of so many jokes — by no means dry — 
the spot made historic by the monster expenditures of a Westervelt 
and the munificent excentricities of Dan Johnson, is coming up — 
topographicaly by the aid of well-considered drains and ditches, and 
the accumulated debris of its mills and manufacturing establishments 
— financially thro’ the enterprise of ‘go-ahead’ proprietors of whom 
it has recently been blessed with a liberal infusion—the encouraging 
standard of an enterprising Saginaw village, with the usual city proc- 
livities thereunto belonging and in everywise appertaining. 


“Two steam sawmills, a Barrel manufactory, and three salt blocks 
of sixty kettles each are now in full operation within the corporate 
limits of the place, while a short distance below, the Michigan Salt 
Co. are erecting 100 acres of solar covers; a little further down a New 
York company are making preparations to expend five hundred 
thousand dollars in salt and lumber operations, and, on the Crow 
Reservation, in the immediate vicinity, the Oneida Salt Co. are at 


CROW ISLAND 


Crow Island gets its name from a Chivpewa chief, Kawkawiskou, or “the Crow.” 
In the Treaty of Saginaw which General Lewis Cass negotiated with the Indians in 1819, 
the Chippewa nation ceded the U. S. Government great tracts of land in this area. 
From the cession, however, a number of tracts were reserved for the use of the Chippewa 
Indians. One such “reservation” was: “For the use of Kawkawiskou, or the Crow, 
a Chippewa chief, six hundred and forty acres of land, on the east side of the Saginaw 
river, at a place called Menitsgow, and to include, in the said six hundred and forty 
acres, the island opposite to the said place.” This reservation was called) “The Crow 
Reserve” of which Crow Island formed a part. : 


The shore of the island facing Zilwaukee was subdivided into 114 lots, 50° x 150’, 
by the “Kaw-Kaw-is-Kaw Family Resort Association” in the year 1934 in a not very- 
successful venture to attract summer resorters. The part of the island and “reserve” 
lying North of the power line are within the limits of Zilwaukee Township. 
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Peter Pan Beauty Shop 


For The Finest In — 
Hair Stylling 
Permanent Waving 
Expert Hair Cutting 


Our Specials — $7.50, $8.50, $10.00 
Complete Beauty Service 
ANN McGOVERN, Owner 

414 W. Genesee Ph. 2-4707 


Compliments of 


CLARK’S 
Drug and Surgical Store 


PRESCRIPTION EXPERTS 
SURGICAL FITTERS 


518 W. Genesee 
a en A a RL 


ZENITH PHILCO 
AIRVIEW T. V. SALES 


417 W. Genesee 
WE SERVICE WHAT WE SELL 


Phone 3-5676 
Sn re 


RUSSELL 
PE Cl RahG 


1915 N. MICHIGAN 


Phone 2-6158 


Compliments of 


A. A. Myers & Sons, Inc. 


FLOOR COVERING, DRAPERIES 


Phone 2-1164 


405-7-9 W. Genesee Ave. 


WEIR POULTRY CO. 


Retail and Wholesale 
LIVE POULTRY IS FRESH POULTRY 


1914 N. Michigan 
BICYCLES 


Ph. 3-2801 
TRICYCLES 


AND ACCESSORIES 


CANUTSON 
BICYCLE SHOP 


912 W. Genesee 


GRUBE DRUGS 


Pharmacists to the Profession 


200 N. Michigan Ph. 4-9008 
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THE ZILWAUKEE VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT was begun in 1947 with the construction of Its 
station above and the purchase of a new fire truck. The 30 volunteer firemen undergo a rigorous 
initial trainina course of 6 weeks’ duration and continue their training monthly in fire-fighting tech- 
niques. The volunteers are kept constantly alert by “practice runs’ which may and do occur anytime 
day or night. Joseph E. LaBrash is the present Chief of the Department. 


work with ihe design of covering five hundred acres with solar works. 
These enterprises have greatly added to the value of real estate in 
Zilwaukee, and stimulated sales to an extent little dreamed of by 
those who have been so persistently poking fun at our down-river 
neighbors in times past. 


“Last week the following sale was made of village property at 


auction: 
soy aYel eae De Un eee Aad iso Sek CaN Se unpre Meera recht $1,346.00 
House and lot in Block 54 .0......eeeeeeeeeseeceeseeseseeesetaeeees 275.00 
NT oh ok Fetes set cr dee ee eek gu eh Greer Sy eee TT 132.00 
Ds FES Ta Oe OO ee sac ucts ts wn cea bodes enw apnorasustharey emeharcnevest 112.00 
House and Lot in Block 55 ...........:cescesssseseceeetssesseteseeeees 465.00 
Tearey LOTS ITE UOC 05 iebusccunccncaa-vsadeneetnoaivansbateFansapesaunons aaa ans 460.00 


“Resides the above not less than three thousand dollars worth 
of real estate has changed hands in Zilwaukee during the present 
season.” 


The early history of Zilwaukee is intimately bound with the history of 
its sawmills and salt blocks. It will not be necessary to mention all the mills 
by name since some were small and others were short-lived. In reality there 
are only about a dozen mill sites involved. 


THE ORIGINAL MILL of the Johnsons passed through several hands, an 
finally came into ownership in 1865 of Rust, Eaton, and Co. Partners in the 
firm were: Ezra and Amasa Rust, James Hay, Daniel L. C. Eaton, George L. 
Burrows and Augustine S. Gaylord. The company rebuilt and remodeled it, 
putting in new machinery throughout. The first salt well at this mill site was 
bored in 1862. In 1880, they had two wells. In the mill were five large 
boilers which supplied the machinery with motive power. The main saws 
consisted of a 38-inch gang and a large circular saw. Capacity of the mill 
was 14 million feet annually, and of the salt works, 25,000 barrels. The com- 
pany owned a large number of village lots and sold them to their workmen 
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STATIONS 


Trailer Rentals 


FREE PREMIUMS 


Deisler Funeral Home 


44] N. Jefferson Ph. 3-1262 


FARM BUREAU SERVICES, INC. 


ELEVATOR 
200 Bristol St. 


Phone 879] MERMASH 


Qo 
OPEN FORMULA 


SAGINAW BRANCH 
800 S. Washington 
Phone 3-5404 


Geiger Greenhouse 


Bay Sport Shoo 


Bay and Schust Roads 9230 Bay Road Phone 4-2597 


“YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD FLORIST’ 


Phone 3-9861 
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— SPORTING GOODS — 


Outboard Motor Repairing 
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at low prices and on easy terms. The mill employed about 75 men, and 
4 ceased sawing lumber each year about the Ist of November. 


In the Spring of 1868, Aaron T. and Lyman W. Bliss bought the Dr. J. H. 
4 Jerome mill at the Southern part of Zilwaukee Township on the West bank of 
jjithe river. The firm was known as Bliss & Bros. The approach to the mill 
I lay due East from the Carrollton & Zilwaukee Road. The Bayou was spanned 
with a bridge 40 ft. in width to keep the channel open. The firm did success- 
ful business until its dissolution in 1898. 


Any listing of Saginaw River mills must not omit mention of that first 
4 among the first: Wellington R. Burt & Co. at the New York Works (so called be- 
| cause the company originated in New York) which was located below the 
4 present Consumers’ Power Co. property on the West bank of the river. This 
4 was one of the largest and most complete mills in the State. Besides sawmills, 
9 the plant contained a stave and heading mill, a shingle mill, barrel factory, 
j salt works, carpenter shops, blacksmith shops, and even a gas works for 
4 lighting the property and buildings. There was also a school house built by 
| the company, which children attended for 7 months of the year, and the com- 
4 munity was supplied with “a fine public library.” The Burt mill was begun 
in 1867 and started operations in July, 1868. The total capital investment in 
¥ the place was $183,000, exclusive of the company’s investment in timbered 
i lands. In 1874, the establishment employed 230 men. The boomage of the 
4 mill had a capacity of 8 million feet, and the mill docks a capacity of 10 mill- 
ion feet of sawed lumber. The salt docks could hold 10,000 barrels. The 
plant was protected by a fire engine and hundreds of feet of fire hose were 
kept near several hydrants scattered about the premises. 


THE WORKERS dwelt in 45 houses owned by the company, each hous- 
ing a family. Single men boarded with the families, or at the two boarding 
houses on the property. Mr. Burt’s practice of furnishing dwellings for his 
workmen secured him good, reliable help “which is much preferable to the 
transit labor so much in vogue in Saginaw valley, and very much against 
its prosperity.” When many of the Saginaw River mills were closed down 
by strikes, the W. R. Burt mill was humming with activity. The principal 
offices of the company were on Water Street in East Saginaw. 


Hamilton, McClure & Co. were the successors to W. R. Burt & Co. Its 
officers were J. A. Hamilton, Jethro Mitchell and William McClure. The com- 
pany increased the vroduction capacity of the mill and salt block. The Mc- 
Clure solar salt works were the last to be operated in the Saginaw Valley. 


In 1880, Henry Melchers and Leonard Nerreter began a shingle and salt 
mill on Crow Island. The cost of the mill machinery and salt block was 
$16,000. The mill cut 10 million shingles and produced 20,000 barrels of salt 
annually. It employed about 35 men. 


The Saginaw Lumber & Salt Co. was organized in 1881 with a capital of 
$100,000. Its officers were: Ralph A. Loveland, President; Otis Shepard, Vice- 
president; and R. H. Roys, Secretary-Treasurer. For many years the annual 
cut of the mill at Crow Island was 20 million feet. The salt block connected 
with the mill had a capacity of 50,000 barrels. Afterward, the mill plant was 
moved to Sandwich, Canada, opposite Detroit, where it was operated for 
several years, and then again taken down and rebuilt at Georgian Bay. 
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THE SAGINAW LUMBER COMPANY 


Consolidat’on 


Booth & Boyd Lumber Co. Kerry & Way, Lbr. & Mfg. Co, 


Est. 1895 Est. 1907 
3138 McCOSKRY ST. 


For Security, Independence, Health 
. und Happiness — Congratulations 


OWN A FARM Comerville Music Shop. 


MICHIGAN BAND INSTRUMENTS 
FARM AGENCY ACCORDIONS PIANOS 
1815 N. MICHIGAN AVE. 


2302 N. MICHIGAN AVE. 


Phone 8256 
Phone 2-0662 


Phone 2-4949 


MARB & KENEL, INC. 


SHEET METAL and ROOFING 


Wm. F. Nelson Electric 


ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR 


CONTRACTORS Phone 2-7184 
2314 Eddy St. 111 HOYT STREET 
FRANK J. MARB D. M. KENEL SAGINAW MICHIGAN 
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COMPLIMENTS 


McCORKLE OIL CO. 


6025 DIXIE HIGHWAY PHONE 3-6020 
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ONE FACT which rankled within the breasts of Zilwaukeeans was the 
absentee-ownership of their mills. The proprietors for the most part lived in 
the Saginaws, which often became the objects of their beneficence. “They 
make their money in Zilwaukee and spend ‘er in Saginaw” was the familiar 
complaint. For example, Wellington R. Burt gave East Saginaw its Audi- 
torium and the Burt Manual Training School. Ezra Rust gave that city its 
Rust Park and Aaron T. Bliss bequeathed Bliss Park to Saginaw City. So it 
was not only poor labor-management relationship which led Zilwaukeeans 
to turn on two of their employers at the voting polls. When W. R. Burt ran 
for governor of Michigan in 1888, he received 163 Zilwaukee votes to 169 
for his opponent, Cyrus G. Luce. Aaron T. Bliss was elected governor two 
years later, but it was not Zilwaukee votes which put him in the State Capitol. 
Only 77 villagers voted for him, while 120 voted for his opponent, William C. 
Maybury. 

A great propulsion force to the already throbbing industrial life of Zil- 
waukee was the completion on January 7, 1868, of the Jackson, Lansing and 
Saginaw Railroad (now the Michigan Central) directly through the village on 
the last leg of its journey from Chicago to Wenona (West Bay City) on Sagi- 
naw Bay. Previously, at a special election, townspeople had voted aid to 
the raliroad by way of a $5,000 bond issue. One of the stipulations of the 
deal was that the railroad was “to construct in Zitwaukee suitable freight and 
passenger depots.” The railroad was slow in building its depots. The Town- 
ship Board, accordingly, refused to assess the taxes necessary to redeem the 
bonds. The litigation reached the State Supreme Court which handed down 


Supervisors of Zilwaukee Township 


Be ao ne 


1854 Charles Danes 
1855 Luke Wellington 
1856 - 1857 Benjamin F. Fisher 
1858 - 1859 George Lewis 

1860 - 1861 Alexander Alberti 
1862 Caspar Schultheis 
1863 - 1865 Thomas W. Hastings 
1866 - 1869 Jacob Wright 

1870 - 1871 John H. Doyle 
1872 - 1873 Jacob Wright 
1874 - 1887 John H. Doyle 
1888 - 1889 Peter Hax 

1890 - 1892 Achilles A. Harris 
1893 - 1895 Ernest Koehler 
1896 - 1901 John Baird 

1902 - 1908 Edward Oakley 
1909 - 1912 Henry L. Bauer 
1913 - 1917 John Baird (Chairman of Board —- 1915) 
1918 Henry L. Bauer 
1919 - 1923 Wm. J. Siegrist 
1924 - 1930 Edward Hanson 
1931 - 1936 Geo. C. Lupiow 
1937 - 1939 Wm. J. Siegrist 
1940 - 1948 Claude Meehleder 
1949 - 1952 Howard Luplow 
1953 - 1954 Harold H. Bauer 
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FURSTENBERG - BRAUN 
Lumber and Millwork 


1764 S. JEFFERSON SAGINAW, MICHIGAN 


THE CARMAN COMPANY 
Real Estate 


93 W. GENESEE PHONE 4-6510 


| COCKSHUTT FARM EQUIPMENT 


Sales — Heind! Implement — Service 


800 S. WASHINGTON AVE. PHONE 4-2937 


ONE STOP SERVICE 
KERR DRUGS TASTE-RITE BAKERY 


DRUGS — GROCERIES — TOYS 


MAGAZINES — NOVELTIES WE SERVE FREE ROLLS TO 


Complete Prescription Service CHURCHES 
Beer and Wine To Take Out é 
3435 Carrollton Rd. Ph. 2-4665 1612 22nd Street Bay City 
DE LUXE 
: << 
Dry Cleaners Tames COLNE 


and 


Shirt Laundry 
Six Hour Service At Plant 
KEN PEASLEE, Owner 
2700 Bay Rd. Photalool 
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THE PRESENT ZILWAUKEE PUBLIC SCHOOL was 
constructed in 1925, with a 4-room addition built in 
1938. Not shown, but under construction to the North 
of the building, is a $290,000 gymnasium and class- 
room addition. Present teachers are: Superintendent, 
William Lieffers; Roy W. Curtis, Everette Fager, Mary 
Voelker, Helen Walsh, Kathryn Morris, Ruth McGuire, 
Jean Avsey, Lucy Luplow, Gertrude Fiebig, Judith 
Schaberg and Lola Allman. 


a judgment against the township in March, 1875. In conjunction with their 
vote for the bond issue, voters decided that the railroad should pass through 
Westervelt Street in the village. The vote was divided: 41 voters favoring 
Westervelt, and 28 favoring Adams Street. 

In the late 1860s the Flint and Pere Marquette Railroad built a short branch 
line to Zilwaukee from the West end of the Genesee Street bridge in Sagi- 
naw. Now the growing community possessed passenger and freight service 
to all parts of the United States. The products of its sawmills and salt blocks 
could be sped by rail to the North, South, East and West. 

In 1887 the Toledo, Saginaw and Mackinaw Railroad (later the Cincinnati, 
Saginaw and Mackinaw) was completed from Durand to Wenona. Its route 
through the Village of Zilwaukee was along Front Street. In 1893 the road 
became, as it is today, the Grand Trunk Railroad. 

In 1894 the Interurban Electric Line was completed through Zilwaukee 
from Saginaw to Bay City. Built largely with the capital of Isaac Bearinger, 
the 15 mile road cost more than $500,000 to complete. It gave Zilwaukee 
villagers swift access to their neighboring cities to the South and North, Sagi- 
naw and Bay City. Round-trip fare from Saginaw to Bay City was twenty- 
five cents, or one way for fifteen cents. The road was sold in 1898 to the 
Saginaw Valley Traction Company. 

The churches were not long in following their children to their new and 
growing settlement. 

Probably the first church building to be constructed was the Lutheran 
about 1865, though its site on S. Franklin Street was not donated by its owner, 
John Dahl, to the St. John Lutheran Church Society until February 16, 1869. 
The original building still stands on the property and serves as a parish hall. 
The original Catholic Church site on Westervelt Street was purchased by 
Rev. Fr. Reinurus Van Der Heyden, pastor of St. Andrew's Church, Saginaw, 
on January 9, 1867, and made a mission of the Saginaw Church. The original 
building was destroyed by fire on December 3, 1944. 

Both churches have continued till the present day in their work of minis- 
tration to the spiritual needs of Zilwaukee residents. 

A Methodist Episcopal Church, called “The First Methodist Church of 
Zilwaukee,”” was begun with the purchase, on March 1, 1872, from Ezra Rust, 
of a lot on the Northeast comer of Cornell and Jefferson Streets (now owned 
by Wilford Summerfield). With the decline of the lumber industry, the con- 
gregation languished, and the property was sold to John Baird on January 
12, 1966. 
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COMPLIMENTS IMKER’S NURSERY 


of 
CHOICE EVERGREEN TREES AND 


SWIFT & CO. 
SHRUBS 
Ice Cream BERRIES, ROSES OF ALL KINDS 
221 Thompson Ph. 2-6169 | 


4965 N. Michigan Rd. Ph. 7-2984 


is 3-4018 — Phones — 4-1494 
Motors Rebored and Repaired 


Zi LWA U Ma i E ; & New a che aed eee 
JO LUCSY, Owner 
FAVO R i T E 1514 S. Michigan 


TRUCKS CARS 
SPENCE BROS. 
PAINTING 
General Contractors 
MRAZ 
SAGINAW MICHIGAN 
2941 Carrollton Rd. Ph. 5-5172 
MOONEY Compliments of 
“Rona Brand” Ice Cream Weadock Tool Co. 
Gratiot at Williams Ph. 2-8633 402 Hickory Ph. 2-3197 
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THE POPULATION of Zilwaukee kept growing steadily through the 
years. In 1860 it was 186 persons. Ten years later it had risen to 1,153. In 
1880 the population reached 1,630 distributed in four settlements: Zilwaukee 
village, 915; Melbourne (where the Whitney and Batchelor mill was located) 
315; the New York Works, 145; and the Bliss Mill Settlement, 174. The town- 
ship outside these settlements counted 81 persons. Few people today realize 
that the township, which according to the 1950 census numbers 1,487 inhab- 
itants, reached a population of 1,963 in the year 1890. 


With the settling of the township by immigrants, the majority of whom 
were from Canada and Germany, the population became a mixture of nation- 
alities, as a glance at the early poll lists will show—lrish, French, German, 
with the latter predominating. It is significant to mention an excerpt from the 
Township Board minutes of a meeting of April 6, 1863. The Board set aside 
the sum of $25.00 for the purchase of school books, as had been their habit, 
but this time explicitly stated that “School inspectors shall expend one-half 
the amount for books in the German language.” 


The township officers, as Zitwaukee grew in numbers, found difficulty in 
keeping law and order among the unruly woodsmen and mill hands. In 
1869 the Board voted to purchase a revolver and a set of handcuffs which 
were to be kept by the town constables. In 1875 the Town Board legislated 
that all bar rooms must be closed on Sunday. 


The havoc of fire was a constant threat and reality to the bustling lum- 
bering center. There were several severe mill fires. In the summer of 1852, 
the mill of Chapin and Andrews burned, together with 4 million feet of lum- 
ber. On May 24, 1857, a sawmill, many docks, and 750,000 feet of lumber 
burned, with an estimated loss of $25,000. On May 26, 1879, fire destroyed 
6 buildings in the village with a loss of $6,000 for which insurance coverage 
was only $2,200. On October 28, 1882, Hamilton & McClure’s plant burned 
with a loss of $93,000. At first the villagers fought fire with a bucket brigade 
of township-owned pails.’ Later the Carrollton Township aparatus was hired 
at the rate of $20 per fire, and still later the Saginaw Fire Department. 


PESTILENCE was another scourge of the villagers. The Township Board 
disposed of an early small pox case by ordering the victim and his family 
out of the village. During another outbreak of this same disease, the Board 
ordered all residents to be vaccinated at once, and imposed a strict quaran- 
tine on all who refused to comply: with the order. The librarian was directed 
to close the town library, and all business establishments were told to fumi- 
gate their places at least twice a week. The Town Board constituted itself 
as a Board of Health and hired a health officer. At the time of the 1918 “flu” 
epidemic, the health officer was employed full time for his grim task of caring 
for the sick and burying the dead. 


The danger of floods from the high waters of Spring hung over the village 
until the building in later years of control power dams on the tributaries of 
the Saginaw River and the dredging of its channel. Quite often the Township 
Board voted sums of money to repair flood damage. 


Sa ee ea le ot a TR A lh 


$1 


Pe A UELOrE 
1514 N. Michigan .ive. Ph. 5-4500 SUN LUMBER 


GARAGES OUR SPECIALTY 
14 x 22 — $575.00 


No Money Down and 3 Years to Pay 


FURNACE CQ. 


| 1810 Sheridan Ph. 5-5366 


SPEEDWAY PETROLEUM 


hig Bs 


ew 


With the new — 
M=P 


COMPLIMENTS 
SAGINAW Best Wishes 


BOARD OF TRADE Brady-Schirmer & Co. 


ANDERSON’S 


Home of the Famous 
TENDERLOIN STEAKS 


There is a Steak Sandwich in 
Your Future 


516 W. GENESEE PH. 3-8172 


92 


es ee eo a 


The flood of all floods, however, was that of the Spring of 1904, which in- 
4 undated the entire village. Deputy Game Warden J. A. Summerfield reported 
4 to The Saginaw Courier-Herald that at 7ilwaukee “the river is 10 to 15 miles 
4 wide.” Many of the flood sufferers were brought by boat to Saginaw and 
] supplies were hurried to others who were huddled in the upper stories of 
their homes or on the second floor of the school house which served as a 
Noah’s Arc waiting the abating of the waters. That Summer the Town Board 
exhausted all its ready funds in repairing flood damage and notified one 
creditor that there was no money in the treasury “on account of damages 
done by the high water.” 


THE TOWNSHIP BOARD for a long time held its meetings in all sorts 
I of places: the offices of the various mills, the Clark House, the depot of the 
4 Jackson, Lansing and Saginaw Railroad. In 1864, it even voted to spend 
$150 to repair the upper story of the school house for a town hall which it 
rented for the sum of $25 per year. Finally, exasperated with such constant 
| moving about and paying of rent, the Board, on April 2, 1877, passed a reso- 
1 lution to build a Township Hall “in a place centrally located” and at a cost 
not to exceed $600. After some consideration, two lots, 9 and 10, in Block 92, 
were purchased from Charles Glave for $250. The contract for the 24° x 50° 
building was let to Herman Huss, a Zilwaukee resident, who was low bidder ~ 
7 with an estimate of $965. He built strong and well, for his building is still 

used as the town hall, and this year is celebrating its 77th birthday. 


The township very early began the support of a public library and regu- 
larly saw to the appointment of a “Township Librarian.” The library is men- 
tioned in the minutes of the Board in 1859, when $25 was alloted it for the 
purchase of books. In 1880, it contained 422 volumes. The library continued 
to serve Zilwauke residents until 1926, when it was discontinued and its books 
were given to the public school. 
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Very early the mill settlements tried to provide for the education of their 
children. The Zilwaukee area was incorporated successively into several 
school districts. In 1852 it was part of District No. 5 of Saginaw and Hamp- 
ton Townships. The first election of officers for a school at Zilwaukee was 
held on February 28, 1852. Otis Shepard was elected the first School Moder- 
ator. He was succeeded by Daniel Johnson himself on May 27, 1854. In this 
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THE NEW ST. MATTHEW’S CATHOLIC CHURCH was 
completed in 1946. The Church was for years a mission 
of neighboring parishes until established as a terri- 
torial parish on March 29, 1949. Its territory comprises 
all of Kochville Township and that part of Zilwaukee 
Township lying West of the Saginaw River. Rev. Fr. 
Eugene A. Forbes is the first and present pastor of 
the parish. 


year the title of the district was changed to ‘School District No. 1 of Zilwaukee 
and Saginaw Townships.” The first teacher mentioned in the original school 
inspection record was Miss Celia Ann Hawkins, who was hired on May 31, 
1854. 


ON SEPTEMBER 27, 1855, the District Board voted the following taxes for 
the previous school year: “$58.00 for School support; $20.00 for the purchase 
of globes, etc.; $10.00 for the School director's salary; and $3,000.00 to build 
a new school house.” ie 


District No. 1 of Zilwaukee Township embracing the entire township was 
formed in 1863. Later two additional districts were established: No. 2 in 1869 
for the New York Works area, and No. 3 in 1879 for the territory East of the 
river (later annexed to Buena Vista Township.) In 1880, these three districts 
counted 503 children of school age, of whom 374 were reported in attendance. 
The school houses were frame buildings, with a total value of $8,656, and 
were conducted by 7 teachers. Districts 1 and 2 were consolidated into one 
district to be known as Fractional District No. 1 in 1898, because ‘’District No. 
2 is not self-supporting to maintain a School.” 


The present brick school building at the head of Johnson Street was built 
in 1925 at a cost of $75,000. A four-room addition was made in 1938 for 
$30,000. Today the school accomodates 326 students from kindergarten 
through the 9th grade. ; 


The lumbering industry here reached its zenith in the year 1882, when 
Saginaw River mills cut over a billion, feet of lumber. Then began the slow, 
deadly decline in lumber production. The immense Michigan forests were 
not infinite and slowly became bereft of their timber under the strokes of the 
lumberman’s axe. About a half century was all that was required to destroy 
the vast forests of Michigan. By 1893 the Lower Peninsula was despoiled of 
her pine and spruce. For awhile logs were towed in rafts to the Saginaw 
River mills from Canada. It was the dying gasp of a boisterous and prosper- 
ous era in Michigan history. 


After the fading away of the lumber and allied industries before the tum 
of the century, 7ilwaukee settled down to a quiet village. Many inhabitants 
were forced to move away in search of work. Melbourne, the New York 
Works, and the Bliss Mill Settlement slowly disappeared as their mills were 
dismantled or burned. Zilwaukee proper refused to-give up the ghost, and 
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BRIDGEPORT OIL Co, 


Compliments of PETROLEUM 
ROESER FLORISTS FUEL OIL — GAS 
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EDW. G. RUMMEL FIEGE’S 
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For Over 25 Years Henry Fiege & Son 
605 E. Genesee Phone 3-9535 113-117 S. BAUM 
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ABOVE IS THE STEAM GENERATING PLANT of the Consumers’ Power Company at Zilwaukee 
whose first section was begun in 1924. The plant was completed in 1930, and occupies the site of the 
old New York Works, the New York and Michigan Salt Co., and the Michigan Solar Salt Co., just 
North of the Zilwaukee Village vlat on the shore of the Saginaw River. This year the company’s real 
estate in Zilwaukee is assessed at $4,396,300 value, while its personal tax assessment is $233,578. 


girded itself for the long, hard years that followed the death of the lumbering 
industry. Some of its men sought employment in the shops of Saginaw. 
Others turmmed to commercial fishing and trapping in the river or to gardening 


| in the rich lands of the township. 


A few highlights of Zilwaukee’s postlumber era will help to refresh the 
memories of older residents. 

On December 30, 1908, the Eastern Michigan Power Company was 
granted permission to erect its poles and wires along the streets of the village. 
The same permission was granted to the Michigan State Telephone Company 
on April 18, 1910. 

In 1914 the wage of men working on the roads and sidewalks of the 
township was fixed by the Township Board at $1.50 per day. 

On May 22, 1918, with the advent of the automobile, the Board decreed 
that the speed limit in the township was henceforth to be 15 miles per hour 
‘to all vehicles and motorcycles.” 

In the election of November 5, 1918, the big issue was the Amendment 
to Section I of Article III of the U. S. Constitution relative to the right of women 
to vote at elections. The majority of Zilwaukee men chivalrously voted in 
favor of the amendment: Yes—86; No—47. In the elections of the year foll- 
owing, on March 5, 1919, 35 women promptly took advantage of their new 


‘ privilege and were numbered among the 103 voting. 
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Compliments of Compliments of 


| Johnny Ryan 


q WATSON’S 
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Ww. Klein. Rev. Theodore Horneber is the present 


On April 3, 1922, the Town Board agreed to rename Johnson Street the 
“Dammann Memorial Road” in honor of John Dammann, who was seriously 
wounded in the war just finished. Nothing practical came from the resolu- 
tion with the elapse of time and the incidence of World War I. 


_ A blood transfusion was given to the economy of Zilwaukee in March, 
1924, when Consumers’ Power Company began operating the first section 
of its newly-erected steam generating plant on the West bank of the river 
between the village and the site of the old New York Works. About ten 
years earlier the company had built a power transforming substation, since 
discontinued, on this property. Transmission lines carried 140,000 volts of 
electricity to the substation from dams on the AuSable River, the power be- 
ing stepped down at the station for distribution to Saginaw, Bay City, Flint 
and other cities. 


THE NEW GENERATING PLANT, which was completed in 1930, is 
capable of generating 200,000 horsepower. It feeds the company’s main 
transmission lines serving the greater part of lower Michigan, exclusive of the 
Detroit area. The plant today employs about 150 men, many of whom reside 
in Zilwaukee. 


Consumers’ Power Company has been an angel in disguise to Zilwaukee 
taxpayers. The company annualy defrays up to 86% of the real and personal 
tax in the township, thus giving Zilwaukee property-owners the lowest tax 
rate in the county. 


The township entered a contract with Consumers’ Power Company for 
the purpose of providing street lighting for the village on December 22, 1920. 

In 1931, the Town Board declared forfeited the franchise of the Saginaw 
Transit Co., which had provided street-car service for Zilwaukee residents 
to and from Saginaw. The company was a depression casualty and had 
ceased running its cars to and from the village for some time. The Board 
then granted Alfred L. Glasby a franchise of operating the first bus line to 
Zilwaukee from Saginaw. 


This was the year too that saw the Michigan Central Railroad discontinue 
in Zilwaukee the operation of its station with attendant agent and service. 
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During the depression, the township did its very best to provide work for 
4 its unemployed, who were asked to register for the jobs available. One of 
- j its projects was to cover the Clark Street drain its entire length through the 
| village. 

ONE OF THE MOST APPRECIATED of the later improvements in the 
4 Village of Zilwaukee is its water supply system which was built in 1941 at 
4a cost of $150,000. Water from two wells 125 feet in depth is pumped into 
~1 @ large reservoir tank whence it feeds many household connections and fire 
| | hydrants. The system, built as a W. P. A. labor project, was financed with 
} $100,000 of township money and a $50,000 bond issue. 


| In 1947, the township organized a Volunteer Fire Department. A fire 
4 station was built on township property at a cost of $23,000 and a shiny new 
|| fire engine, costing $15,000, was procured. In case of fire, township residents 
| dial an answering service operator who promptly sounds the siren. All fire- 
‘| men within its sound range “drop everything” and rush to the station. It is 
the boast of the 30 volunteer firemen that their truck is rolling within two 
‘| minutes from the first alarm. 


The original “corduroy” roads in the village have now given way to 
| “black-top,”” with practically all the village streets covered in this way. The 
] original wooden sidewalks, with their stringers and plank, have been re- 
/| placed with concrete. 


‘7 Our most recent improvement is just now under way. Last Fall con- 
ef struction was commenced of a large $290,000 gymnasium and class-room 
| addition to the Zilwaukee Public School, which, when completed for the 
| opening of school next September, will make it one of the finest grade and 
| iunior high schools in the county. 


They tell us that highway US 23 around Saginaw will some day cross 
| the Saginaw River at Zilwaukee. Surveys for a new bridge, to be located 
|| between the village plat and the Consumers’ Power Co. plant, have been 
|| made by the State Highway Department. Completion of tfhe bridge, how- 
| ever, is not expected for several years. The bridge will undoubtedly be a 
- contributing factor to the future growth of Zilwaukee. 

5 The U. S. Government is also undertaking to deepen the channel of the 
4 Saginaw River. This fact, in conjunction with the recent passage of the St. 
| Lawrence River Seaway Bill, is bound to brighten Zilwaukee’s future pros- 
i pects. 

ZILWAUKEE TODAY in great part is a township of natives. Many pres- 
|| ent-day residents are third and fourth generation descendants of the early 
| township settlers. The majority trace their origin to one or more of the foll- 


owing: 
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COMPLIMENTS OF 


FRAZEE 
FUNERAL HOME 


1005 E. GENESEE PHONE 8650 


Charles J. Shea William F. Shea 


OWNERS 


Oe ee 


Michael Wacker; Jacob Wright; Herman, Charles, Fred and Joachim 
Schroeder; Henry Wendt; Isidore and Pontif Duby; John Brinker; Fred, Charles 
and John Bull; Peter Hax; Theophile, Andrew, Theodore, Leander, Richard and 
Ezechial Griffore; John H. Doyle; John Wiechmann; Henry Tollhoff; John, 
Fred and Joseph Westendorf; Fred, John, Charles and Rudolph Otto; Fred, 
Joachim, Theodore and John Goodeman; John Langschwager; William Boyer; 
Charles Timm; Fred Krueger; James Siegrist; Walter, William and Edward 
Dietrich; John and Medor Thomas; Herman Huss; Andrew and Oliver Metiva; 
James and Michael Hickey; William Summerfield; John Dahl; August Routier; 
John and James Maloney; Fred Huegel; James and Napoleon Dupraw; Henry 
Kreutzfeldt; Louis and Henry Bauer; August Holsfoot; Frederick Mam; John 
Billow; Fred, William and Joseph Henning; Charles, William and John Lup- 
low: William Wollff; John and Fred Ahrens; Charles Patow; August Blohm; 
John Brown; Fred and Charles Kettelhohn; Fred and John Behrens; Thomas 
Sousa; Eleazim and Alfred Bourdow; John Lafave; Deside and Meddie Allore; 
Tucker Slade; Joseph Clement; Peter D. Rivet; Fred and John Luth; Joseph 
Stroebel; William Whitman; Emest Koehler; John Roenicke; Achilles Harris; 
Henry Miller; Fred Dammann; Joseph Dorey; Paul LaBrash. 


This list is not complete. Many more names could be added if space 
permitted. Their names and race live on in their children and in their chil- 
dren’s children. Zilwaukee is a better place today because they lived, toiled. 
served Almighty God, and died here years ago on the shores of the Saginaw 
River. 


Perhaps the enthusiastic prediction of the Johnson brothers in regard to 
Zilwaukee hasn't been fulfilled to the letter in the sense that Zilwaukee has 
become “one of the first commercial towns in the State.” Zilwaukee remains, 
however, a “fine land,” proud of its more than 100 years of past achieve- 
ments and hopeful of an even more glorious future in the years ahead. 


Rev. Eugene A. Forbes 
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MICHIGAN NATIONAL BANK 


ASSETS OVER 300 MILLION DOLLARS 


Open To 4:30 Each Week Day Including Saturday 


Member Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 


| 


For Your Convenience — Drive In Banking and Parking Facilities 


Wl CASE, GC: 


FUNERAL DIRECTORS 


AMBULANCE SERVICE CALL 3-5441 


409 ADAMS ST. SAGINAW, MICHIGAN 
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NATIONAL 
BEVERAGE CO. 
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Paint and Varnish 


<I 


MEEHLEDER BROS. 


PHONE 9581 


THIS BOOK WAS PRINTED BY 


THE 


SAGINAW PUBLISHING COMPANY 


Printers and Stationers 


PHONE 2-5179 410 HANCOCK 


OUR SINCERE THANKS | 


To all committee chairmen, members and workers, to 

all contributors of their time, efforts and money, to 

each and every one of you who have so graciously aided — 
us in putting on our Centennial celebration. 


ZILWAUKIE CENTENNIAL CORPORATION 
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SKYWAY 


SAYS CONGRATULATIONS 
ZILWAUKIE 
ON YOUR 100th BIRTHDAY 


SKYWAY BRINGS 
A COMPLETE LINE 


BLACK-DAVLITE 
BD itreVision | 


TELEVISION AND 
APPLIANCES AS YOUR 
NEIGHBORHOOD DEALER 


@ 


FOR 75 YEARS THE 
MOST HONORED NAME 
IN ELECTRICAL APPLIANCES 


AND 


SKYWAY, YOUR NEIGHBOR 
FOR 5 YEARS, BRINGS YOU 
COMPLETE SHOPPING FACIL- 
BIG 21” PICTURE FOR AS LOW AS ITIES — BIG VALUES AND 
$199.95 LOWEST PRICES 


Phyllis Avery, featured 
with Ray Milland for 
G.E. on radio and TY. 


WHY DON'T YOU VISIT SKYWAY DURING THE CELEBRATION AND YOU 
WiLL SEE WHY WE SAY 


“SKYWAY THE MODERN HOME FOR MODERN LIVING" 
SKYWAY TELEVISION 
3775 N. MICHIGAN AVE. 


PHONE 2-8208 | PHONE 3.0281 
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